




ASMR Origins 
- Founded in 1973 in West Virginia 

as an advisory council 
 
- Original name was West Virginia Mining Council 

- Changed to ASSMR in 1983 
- Changed to ASMR in 2001 



Founding Members 
Bill Plass, Research Forester, USFS 
Ben Greene, Chief, West Virginia DNR 
Dick Vandelinde, President, WV Coal Assoc. 





The primary goal of the society is 
technology transfer to improve reclamation 
on disturbed lands. 
 
ASMR serves as an knowledge exchanger 
among reclamation researchers, regulators, 
mining industry, and industries providing 
reclamation services and technology. 



Objectives of the Society 

To encourage communication among research scientists, 
the mining industry, regulatory agencies, and the general 
public. 
 
To promote and support research of mining and 
reclamation practices 
. 
To provide technical expertise to … 
 
To support and promote educational programs on 
reclamation and mineral extraction 



Total Paid Members, 2014 255 
Total Life Members, 2014 83 
Total Paid + Life 338 



1991 Durango ASMR Meeting 



Members are from 
mining companies, 
consulting services, 
academic and research institutions, 
federal and state regulatory agencies, 
and students. 



ASMR Technical Divisions 
Memberships 



Technical Division Members 

Ecology 
Forestry and Wildlife 
Geotechnical Engineering 
Land Use Planning and Design 
Soils and Overburden 
Tailings Reclamation 
Water Management 

78 42% 
41 22% 
37 20% 
54 29% 

111 59% 
75 40% 

101 54% 

No Preference 150 45% 



Canada 
Australia 
South Africa 
New Zealand 
England 
China 
India 
Poland 
Nigeria 
Indonesia 
Venezuela 

15 
15 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Greece  1 
Total 43 (13%) 



2006 
President, VP, Representatives 



ASMR Meetings Year 
2014 
2013 
2012 
2011 
2010 
2009 
2008 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2004 

Meeting Locations 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Laramie, WY 
Tupelo, MS 

Bismarck, ND 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Billings, MT 

Richmond, VA 
Gillette, WY 

St. Louis, MO 
Breckenridge, CO 
Morgantown, WV 



Year 
2003 
2002 
2001 
2000 
1999 
1998 
1997 
1996 
1995 
1994 

Location 
Billings, MT 

Lexington, KY 
Albuquerque, NM 

Tampa, FL 
Scottsdale, AZ 
St. Louis, MO 

Austin, TX 
Knoxville, TN 
Gillette, WY 

Pittsburgh, PA 



Year 
1993 
1992 
1991 
1990 
1989 
1988 
1987 
1986 
1985 
1984 * 

Location 
Spokane, WA 
Duluth, MN 

Durango, CO 
Charleston, WV 

Calgary, AB 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Billings, MT 
Jackson, MS 
Denver, CO 

Owensboro, KY 



What do we do? 
 
Annual Meetings 



Presentations 



Some of us fall asleep while we’re talking! 
Imagine the audience… 



Renew Friendships 



See OLD Colleagues 



Form Lasting Relationships 



Give Awards 



Awards Banquet 



Researcher of the Year 
Tom Zarger - 1987 



Researcher of the Year 
Jack Nawrot - 1996 



Pioneers in Reclamation 
Clark Ashby - 1997 



Reclamationist of the Year 
Scott Belden - 2004 



Reclamationist of the Year 
Billy Nicholson - 2006 



Reclamationist of the Year 
Vern Pfannenstiel - 2007 



Researcher of the Year 
Carl Zipper - 2007 



Researcher of the Year – Barnhisel Award 
Bob Nairn - 2011 



Lifetime Achievement – Plass Award 
Terry Toy - 2008 



Plass Award – Lifetime Achievement 
Lee Daniels - 2012 



Plass Award – Lifetime Achievement 
Neil Humphreys - 2013 



Student Oral Presentation Winner 
Bill Strosnider – 2007 
Money 



Student Oral Presentation Winner 
Chris Johnston - 2007 



Student Poster Presentation Winner 
Ben Mack - 2008 



Student Poster Presentation Winner 
Stephanie Barr – 2013 
And a Check! 



ASMR Exhibits 
Aquafix - 2008 



ASMR Exhibits 
bhpbilliton - 2005 



ASMR Exhibits 
HDR Engineering - 2013 
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ASMR Exhibits 
BKS Envirnmental -2006 



ASMR Exhibits 
North American Coal - 2012 



ASMR Tours 
Alberta – 1989 



ASMR Tours 
Duluth, MN – 1992 
Iron Range 



ASMR Tours 
Austin, TX – 1997 



ASMR Tours 
Albuquerque, NM – 2001 
Molycorp 



ASMR Tours 
Gillette – 2007 
BelAyr 



ASMR Tours 
Gillette – 2007 
Rochelle 



ASMR Tours 
Richmond, VA – 2008 



ASMR Social Events 



Social Events 
Albuquerque, New Mexico - 2001 



Early Career Event 
North Dakota – 2011 
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Journal of 
The American Society 
of Mining and Reclamation (JASMR) 





What will the next 40 years bring? 



Have we solved 
all the reclamation problems? 



Are we in too deep to get out? 



Always new things to see… 



Much to learn and pass on! 



Keep having those tours… 



And training those students… 



Rain or shine, 
Opposition or agreement… 



Good prices or bad… 



Remember, the Society is YOU! 
We make it go. 



Sciences 
Geologist 
Hydrologist 
Horticulture 
Forester 
Wildlife Biol. 
Agronomist 
Recreations 
Economist 

Engineers 
Archaeology 
Historian 
Architects 
Botanist 
Animal Sci. 
Biologists 
Social Sci. 



The Re’s of Reclamation 
Rebuild 
Reconstruct 
Recover 
Recoup 
Recycle 
Redesign 
Re-establish 
Regenerate 
Re-green 
Regrow 
Regulate 

Re-inhabit 
Remediate 
Renovate 
Replace 
Replant 
Resolve 
Resource 
Restore 
Revalue 
Revegetate 
Revitalize 

Rehabilitate 
Reinvigorate 
Renew 
Repeat 
Reinvade 
Resilient 
Retention 
Reform 
Return 
Reforest 
Re-engineer 
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