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30th Anniversary 30th Anniversary ––
Surface Mining and Control Surface Mining and Control 
Act of 1977 Act of 1977 

Secretary Secretary TimmermeyerTimmermeyer 
testifies before testifies before 
congressional committeecongressional committee



Web  siteWeb  site

www.wvdep.orgwww.wvdep.org
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DMR Mailing ListDMR Mailing List

Lists updates and policies.  Lists updates and policies.  

The latest being the fact that the AOC The latest being the fact that the AOC 
workshop proceedings are on our web workshop proceedings are on our web 
site.  site.  



DMR Web Site ContentDMR Web Site Content

Codes and RegulationsCodes and Regulations

New PoliciesNew Policies

DMR FormsDMR Forms

Geologic Handbook Geologic Handbook 

Permit HandbookPermit Handbook

Quarry HandbookQuarry Handbook

OSM Technical GuidesOSM Technical Guides

Legislative ChangesLegislative Changes

CHIA QA/QC Final Report Feb. 2007CHIA QA/QC Final Report Feb. 2007

Alkaline Mine Drainage General PermitAlkaline Mine Drainage General Permit 401401

http://www.wvdep.org/item.cfm?ssid=9&ss1id=39
http://www.wvdep.org/item.cfm?ssid=9&ss1id=661
http://www.wvdep.org/item.cfm?ssid=9&ss1id=41
http://www.wvdep.org/item.cfm?ssid=9&ss1id=952
http://www.wvdep.org/item.cfm?ssid=9&ss1id=961




ePermittingePermitting
All applications submitted electronicallyAll applications submitted electronically 1/1/09!1/1/09!
33% of all pending New Applications and Amendments 33% of all pending New Applications and Amendments 
were submitted electronicallywere submitted electronically

eInspectionseInspections
HQ inspectors are currently testing HQ inspectors are currently testing 

FOIA RequestsFOIA Requests
DEP processed 880+ FOIA request in 2007!DEP processed 880+ FOIA request in 2007!
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2007 - March 2008 DMR Pending Applications
New Permit/Amendment

> 1 year < 1 yr > 180 days <180 days

Backlog based on applications 365 or more 
days old at end of month

Total Pending: 87
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2008 New Permit/Amendment Applications Issued Per Regional Office
as of 03-31-2008

Total Actions: 28
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Total Actions: 470
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Coal Permitting Quality Control PanelCoal Permitting Quality Control Panel 
““QA/QCQA/QC””

Panel components are DEP, Environmental and Industry; Panel components are DEP, Environmental and Industry; 
coordinated by DEPcoordinated by DEP

Evaluated postEvaluated post--Bragg AOCBragg AOC--Plus Permit populationPlus Permit population

Supported removal of regulatory disincentives to reSupported removal of regulatory disincentives to re--
miningmining

Continued with statewide Application Reviews and Site Continued with statewide Application Reviews and Site 
Visits; makes recommendations to DEPVisits; makes recommendations to DEP

Conducted AOC Workshop on  February 27, 2008Conducted AOC Workshop on  February 27, 2008



Summary of 2008 Summary of 2008 
LEGISLATIVE CHANGESLEGISLATIVE CHANGES



Surface Coal Mining and Surface Coal Mining and 
Reclamation ActReclamation Act

§§2222--33--1111-- Special Reclamation Tax and bondingSpecial Reclamation Tax and bonding

Establish Special Reclamation Water Trust FundEstablish Special Reclamation Water Trust Fund

14.4 cent tax on clean coal including coal from refuse pile 14.4 cent tax on clean coal including coal from refuse pile 
and slurry pond recovery and slurry pond recovery 

Requiring the secretary to look at alternative bonding Requiring the secretary to look at alternative bonding 
programsprograms



Surface Mining Reclamation RuleSurface Mining Reclamation Rule

One time 15 day One time 15 day ReadvertisementReadvertisement of a SMA if technically of a SMA if technically 
complete after 90 days of end of comment or informal complete after 90 days of end of comment or informal 
conference. conference. 

When toe up constructed fills can be counted as reclaimed When toe up constructed fills can be counted as reclaimed 
area for contemporaneous reclamation.area for contemporaneous reclamation.

Remove duplication of rules for Blasting. Remove duplication of rules for Blasting. 

Made the mining rule consistent with the changes in the Made the mining rule consistent with the changes in the 

StateState’’s NPDESs NPDES Mining Rules.Mining Rules.



Surface Mine Blasting RuleSurface Mine Blasting Rule

Recommends blasting plans include seismic monitoring when Recommends blasting plans include seismic monitoring when 
within 1000 ft of a protected structure.within 1000 ft of a protected structure.

When blasting for shaft and slope development will be When blasting for shaft and slope development will be 
regulated.regulated.

Adopts accepted guidelines for monitoring of airblast and Adopts accepted guidelines for monitoring of airblast and 
ground vibrations.ground vibrations.

Sets minimum qualifications and continuing education Sets minimum qualifications and continuing education 
requirements for pre blast surveyor.requirements for pre blast surveyor.

Detonators and initiation systems are not considered in the Detonators and initiation systems are not considered in the 
calculation of fees.calculation of fees.



WV/NPDES for Coal Mining Facilities RuleWV/NPDES for Coal Mining Facilities Rule

Permit by RulePermit by Rule

Certain Revisions and Certain Revisions and IBRsIBRs will not require a NPDES will not require a NPDES 
modification at the time of submittal of the Revision or IBR.  modification at the time of submittal of the Revision or IBR.  
The NPDES permitting action will be required at reissuance of The NPDES permitting action will be required at reissuance of 
the NPDES Permit.the NPDES Permit.

StormStorm--water coveragewater coverage

Advanced approvalAdvanced approval of transfer of a WV/NPDESof transfer of a WV/NPDES

ReminingRemining

Water quality standard variance for any parameter of Water quality standard variance for any parameter of 
concern being exceeded. Now allows alternative water concern being exceeded. Now allows alternative water 
quality criteria for ANY pollutant that is being exceeded in thequality criteria for ANY pollutant that is being exceeded in the 
stream, this includes aluminum, selenium and stream, this includes aluminum, selenium and anyiumanyium..



Other UpdatesOther Updates
Selenium Compliance 4/5/07 Order Selenium Compliance 4/5/07 Order –– updateupdate

To date no decision from EQB.To date no decision from EQB.
April 5, 2008 treatment plans were required to be April 5, 2008 treatment plans were required to be 
submitted.submitted.
October 5, 2008 commencement construction/installation October 5, 2008 commencement construction/installation 
of the treatment plan.of the treatment plan.
Be aware, every April 5th and October 5th of every year Be aware, every April 5th and October 5th of every year 
provide 6 month status report to the inspector.provide 6 month status report to the inspector.
Have your Reasonable Potential (RP) assessment Have your Reasonable Potential (RP) assessment 
submitted to the regional offices as soon as possiblesubmitted to the regional offices as soon as possible

MitigationMitigation



DEP  is conducting Coal Slurry Injection DEP  is conducting Coal Slurry Injection 
Study (SCR15) with OSM and DHHRStudy (SCR15) with OSM and DHHR



Digital Water Quality DataDigital Water Quality Data



2007 OSM Annual Report  for WV2007 OSM Annual Report  for WV

www.osmre.govwww.osmre.gov

Customer ServiceCustomer Service--Water ReplacementWater Replacement-- Overall OK,but found Overall OK,but found 
that replacement water supplies were not proven in the that replacement water supplies were not proven in the 
permitting processpermitting process

OffOff--Site Impacts Site Impacts -- 94 percent of the currently bonded 94 percent of the currently bonded 
permits were offpermits were off--site impact freesite impact free

Of those, 99.5 percent were considered minor and 65% were Of those, 99.5 percent were considered minor and 65% were 
hydrology relatedhydrology related

Reclamation SuccessReclamation Success--83 Phase III releases totaling 5,210 83 Phase III releases totaling 5,210 
acres.acres.

http://www.osmre.gov/


Ongoing OSM  Ongoing OSM  OversiteOversite/Technical /Technical 
AssistanceAssistance

Remote Sensing for evaluating success of reclamation and Remote Sensing for evaluating success of reclamation and 
land cover change over timeland cover change over time

SWORA effectivenessSWORA effectiveness

AOC complianceAOC compliance

FlyrockFlyrock

AMD inventoryAMD inventory





GOALS OF ARRI:GOALS OF ARRI:

PLANT MORE HIGHPLANT MORE HIGH--VALUE VALUE 
HARDWOOD TREES ON RECLAIMED HARDWOOD TREES ON RECLAIMED 
COAL MINED LANDS IN COAL MINED LANDS IN 
APPALACHIAAPPALACHIA

INCREASE THE SURVIVAL AND INCREASE THE SURVIVAL AND 
GROWTH RATES OF PLANTED GROWTH RATES OF PLANTED 
TREESTREES

EXPEDITE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EXPEDITE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
FORESTFOREST 
HABITAT THROUGH NATURAL HABITAT THROUGH NATURAL 
SUCCESSIONSUCCESSION



2008 ARRI Conference scheduled for2008 ARRI Conference scheduled for
August 5August 5--7 at Chief Logan State Park7 at Chief Logan State Park



Regional Indiana Bat Work GroupRegional Indiana Bat Work Group

FWS, OSM, IMCC and State RAFWS, OSM, IMCC and State RA’’s to develops to develop

Regional (multiRegional (multi--state) approach to Species Specific state) approach to Species Specific 
Protective Measures per Protective Measures per ’’96 BO96 BO

Consistent with Recovery Plan, best science and across Consistent with Recovery Plan, best science and across 
the range of the batthe range of the bat

Eliminate inconsistencies, reduce fairness and free trade Eliminate inconsistencies, reduce fairness and free trade 

related concernsrelated concerns



THANKS!THANKS!
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