Recovery of Deckers Creek
From Acid Mine Drainage:
Causes and Dependability
Dr. Martin Christ

Friends of Deckers Creek

P.O. Box 877

Dellslow, WV  26531

(304) 292-2452

mchrist@labyrinth.net
Abstract

Deckers Creek, a 23-mile creek in Monongalia and Preston Counties, West Virginia, has a history of devastating pollution by acid mine drainage. pH values near 4 were found as high as 13 miles upstream as early as the 1950s. Many abandoned mines in the Upper Freeport Coal Seam exist in the area. Water quality has improved so that pH’s are greater than 6 and fish are present in most of the creek. The paper considers which factors have contributed most to the improvement of the creek. Factors include abandoned mine land reclamation, changing behavior of NPDES permittees, depletion of pyrite, and changing hydrological patterns. A continuing risk of damage that may depend on hydrology may exist. Other environmental issues on Deckers Creek can also be addressed in order to make it an asset to the region.
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