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Abstract.  The federal Clean Water Act has been in effect since October 18, 1972.  The Act requires states to establish water quality standards, monitor water quality, report on the condition of waters and develop clean up plans for impaired waters.  Many of West Virginia’s impaired waters are attributable to past mining activity.  Over time water quality has improved dramatically in waters such as the Cheat and Monongahela Rivers.   Other smaller waters have also improved, yet many waters remain affected.  Depending on the type of criteria used to judge mine drainage impacts, between 500 and 850 of West Virginia’s 9500 streams (1:10,000 scale) are impacted by abandoned mine drainage.  Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) have been developed for many of these waters and are being implemented through NPDES permits and a variety of restoration activities.  
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